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The beginning of the year was fairly quiet, partly because Tim Willetts, the Musical Director, was not 

well.  However, during that time the team continued to develop well under the leadership of Ishbel 

Walsh, and played well both at a Mayor’s reception in Chobham and at a private event in Camberley. 

 

We made two good decisions relating to Christmas in the middle of the year.  First, to start practicing 

Christmas pieces early, and second, to keep our December Friday nights free from concerts.  Both 

these decisions paid dividends later in terms of the quality of our playing – we started our 

performances confidently at the beginning of the Christmas season – and our positive response to a 

request to do something different at Holy Angels Church in Ash – because we had kept Friday nights 

free we were able to prepare the four congregational carols we had been asked to play.  

 

At the beginning of the year we decided that we would be ready to take part in the Woking Music 

Festival in November, and so it turned out.  Not only were we ready, we were on very good form, and 

we are very proud of the fact that we achieved a distinction and first place in our category, as a result 

of our performance of a medley of music from the show “Les Miserables”. 

 

During the Chobham Festival we once again played at the Songs of Praise service and led workshops 

for children in all three Chobham primary schools.  Once again we thoroughly enjoyed both events 

and the children (and their teachers) seemed to really enjoy the workshops and played very well.  We 

received some delightful thank you letters from the children too!  At Valley End it was a lovely 

surprise to meet a previous member of the team who is now teaching there!  We would like to say a 

very big thank you to the Festival Committee for their on-going support and interest in what we do. 

 

Our Christmas season was generally very good.  We played at fewer events, but the number was just 

right and we still raised several hundred pounds for charities.  Once again we took part in a number 

of local carol services (including, of course, the new format – nine lessons and carols – at St 

Lawrence Church) and in two high profile concerts with the Wurlitzer organ at Woking Leisure 

Centre, as well as playing Christmas music in local retirement and nursing homes (some of these we 

have been visiting for over 30 years, though, sadly, no longer Windsor Court in Chobham).  One 

particularly exciting event, of course, was our performance on the Chris Evans Show!  As well as 

being exciting it was also very successful, and we have had some very positive feedback.   

 

We do want to say thank you, again, to the Vicar, Assistant Priest and the Churchwardens for the 

good ideas and support they have given to the team during the year – we really could not work in 

such an enjoyable and successful way if it were not for the support of the church. 
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