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With so many events over the past few years it was time to take a break from performing and 
work at developing our skills, which constant preparation for performance doesn’t allow us to 
do.  So the first six months of 2007 were a quiet time for the handbell team.  The only event 
we attended was the National Handbell Ringing Weekend at Hatfield in April.  Not all the team 
were able to attend but those who did enjoyed the weekend and found the workshops 
valuable.   

From June onwards we once again raised our profile as we played at a number of events 
locally and in London.  These included the Lyne Village Fete and a performance of Noye’s 
Fludde at Alexandra Palace in June.  Some of you may remember that we played in a 
performance of Noye’s Fludde 17 years ago, in a children’s prom concert in the Royal Albert 
Hall, and then played in two other performances in quick succession.  The Alexandra Palace 
performance was a big learning experience for many members of the team as few of us took 
part 17 years ago!  History looked set to repeat itself when, within a month, we were also 
asked to play in two further performances!  We accepted the opportunity to play at Blackheath 
Concert Halls, which was a very good performance, but we were unable to perform in the third 
venue, so broke the pattern.  We may never be asked again! 

In July we played at St Anne’s Church in Bagshot and some of us prepared for a ringing trip to 
Barbados with Alan Collings.  We had rung in Barbados in 1999, raising money for Cancer 
Research, and Alan, whom some of you will remember as the founder of the team and our 
musical director for 26 years until he moved to Sussex six years ago, was undertaking another 
trip.  Not all of the team were able to go, but those who did had a wonderful time!  We played 
three concerts; one to raise funds for cancer research and one in each of the two cathedrals on 
the island – Anglican and Roman Catholic.  We were given a wonderful welcome and our music 
was very well received, as were the sets of Belleplates that Alan, with Maurice Davies the 
inventor of Belleplates, presented to the church communities. 

Back in England in September we played at a regional event in Petham, Kent and at Mizens’ 
Farm Railway in support of Woking Hospice.  In October and November we rehearsed for and 
played with 15 other teams in the region’s annual Handbell Festival Service at Guildford 
Cathedral. 

This year we have had the privilege of taking part in two significant events as part of the 
Chobham Festival.  At the Church on 30 September we played at the Songs of Praise Service, 
and on 2 October we once again led ringing workshops for children in Chobham’s primary 
schools.  We were very pleased that we were able to contribute to the Festival, and grateful to 
the Festival Committee for their continued support. 

Our Christmas season included performances at a wide range of venues around the region, 
including Chobham Village Hall for the Women’s Institute, which we have not done for years 
and was a great pleasure, High Cross Church in Camberley, where we have played every 
Christmas for 20 years, and the Church of Our Lady and St Dominic in Farnborough, where we 
are also becoming a tradition!  It is always a pleasure, though, to play our last performance of 
the year in Chobham Church.  The support that the team receives from the Church is 
considerable, and our thanks go to the Vicar, to the Churchwardens, to Chris and Sandra 
Bedford (Sandra is the Church’s representative on our Committee) and all members of the 
Church who support us in any way. 

Our current team members are Jacqueline Billings, Sue, Rob and Debbie Nichols, Ann and Tom 
McHale, Lance Spencer, Gill Lowson, Ishbel Walsh, Renée Crawshaw, Maureen Traylor, 
Margaret Wayne, Philippa Elkins, Michelle and Sharon Boylett, Ansgar Aldridge and Tim 
Willetts.  During the year we have said goodbye and good luck to Maureen Lomas and Emily 
Malyon-Roberts.  We shall miss them very much and are grateful for their contribution to the 
team.  We have welcomed Margaret Wayne and Philippa Elkins.  We hope they enjoy being 
part of the team.  

We have had very able support during the year from past team members and friends, 
including Sally Doughty, Rachel Nichols, Sam Willetts and Lisa Bowman.  Without their support 
we would not have been able to play as many events, or as well as we did.  We are very 
grateful to them all. 

Tim Willetts 
Musical Director 
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